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Because we will be joining an existing, well-established   

mission effort, I thought it would be important to share with 

you some of the most recent and ongoing mission projects 

that are being conducted by Partners in  Progress. If you  

decide to support us, you will be ensuring the continuation of 

successful mission projects such as these. Kevin Carson 

 

SHIP OF LIFE 

Partners in Progress has been operating a medical/dental ship on the Mekong 

River and Tonle Sap Lake in Cambodia since 2007. A Cambodia dentist,    

doctor and pharmacist, along with visiting short-term medical professionals 

from the brotherhood from various countries, treat an average of 130 patients 

a day. Over a year this results in 37,000 patients receiving free health care 

including 170,000 prescriptions. This is often the only medical care available 

to the poorest of the poor who live along the waterways in rural Cambodia. 

Numerous patients have been referred to urban hospitals. In 2011 Partners in 

Progress arranged and paid for cataract surgery for 75 patients who were first 

diagnosed on the Ship of Life.  

Over the years, many of the Cambodian crew have studied the gospel with 

Partners in Progress staff and have become Christians. The ship has also 

helped to introduce rural people who live a very isolated life to Jesus. Through 

the work of the ship and its crew, the Church of Christ 

has become known, respected and appreciated by 

health care professionals and government officials 

throughout Cambodia.  
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In 2013 World Christian Broadcasting asked Partners in 

Progress to conduct a short-term medical mission in 

Madagascar. It was hoped this would build good-will 

with the government and influence the officials to allow 

the church’s short-wave radio station, “Madagascar 

World Voice” to begin broadcasting.  

In March 2013 fifty-two health care professionals and 

evangelists from the Church of Christ in France,        

Mauritius, Switzerland, Italy, Congo, Canada, Cambodia, 

Germany and the United States  conducted a week-long 

medical clinic in two locations in Madagascar. 1000     

patients were seen and treated, with 4000 prescriptions 

being filled and freely dispensed. In cooperation with the 

local brethren, a gospel meeting was held and several 

hundred people signed up for a free Bible                       

correspondence course. This mission was so warmly received by 

the local people, including the mayor of one town, that World 

Christian Broadcasting has asked Partners in Progress to conduct 

another similar mission in the future.  

BACK TO SCHOOL PROGRAM 

MADAGASCAR MEDICAL MISSIONS 

Many children in rural      

Cambodia are prohibited from 

going to school due to poverty. 

Partners in Progress is helping 

500 children in the rural areas 

around the capital of Phnom 

Penh return to school and stay 

to graduate. Portable libraries 

of books have been established 

in each village and are          

operated by older students. As 

children read and write small 

reports on the books they earn 

points that can be redeemed 

for school supplies, a solar 

flashlight and even a bicycle to 

enable them to travel to and 

from school more easily. When 

children stay in school and 

maintain an acceptable        

average in their studies there 

is the added help of a book 

sack, school supplies and a 

school uniform.  One small 

boy that  completed high 

school while in the Back to 

School Program recently      

became a middle school  

teacher. He continues to      

attend university on the    

weekends to complete his 

teaching certificate.   
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Kompong Khleang in Cambodia is a floating village of 12,000 residents. 

84% of health problems result from drinking untreated lake water. In    

November 2012 Partners in Progress  began supplying free, filtered and 

chlorine-treated lake water from a newly designed and built water          

purification raft. The raft took a year to go from concept to operation, and 

provides 55 gallons of clean drinking water every minute. A graduate from 

the Church of Christ’s Bible School in nearby Siem Reap is operating the 

raft and conducting evangelistic outreach, offering “living water” to the 

residents along with safe drinking water.   

The village leaders have identified their other 

main concern being the safety of their children 

on the lake. Because many children have 

drowned on the way to school when their small 

canoes have capsized, many families keep their 

children home from school until they are 10 

years old and able to swim well. As this greatly 

hinders the children’s education, Partners in 

Progress has begun a campaign to outfit        

children with lifejackets so they can safely      

attend school. The first distribution involved 

1500 children receiving lifejackets. By showing 

the love of God to the village families we hope to open their hearts and minds to the message of Christ.  

WATER PURIFICATION & LIFE JACKETS 

DISASTER RELIEF AND CHURCH PLANTING IN BURMA 

In 2008 Cyclone Nargis slammed into Burma, killing 145,000 citizens and destroying homes and 

crops. Partners in Progress responded by providing food and 

basic living supplies to a number of villages in the Delta      

region. 10,000 people were fed for 18 months — 3,000 were 

fed for an additional year. Partners in Progress worked with 

local Burmese members of the Church of Christ to provide 

this humanitarian help, resulting in the planting of ten new 

congregations.  

In an effort to both share the gospel with the lost and help 

Christians to mature several 

week-long Bible seminars have 

been conducted since 2008. At 

the August 2012 seminar       

nineteen souls were baptized  

into the kingdom. Plans are    

underway to hold another    Bible 

seminar in December 2014.   
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